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Welcome to 2nd Street.  Isn’t it good to be together, to worship together, to fellowship with one another, to bear one another’s burdens, to pray for one another, and to be reminded together that without Jesus Christ at the very center of our lives that nothing else makes much sense, and nothing else works or turns out the way we thought it would, hoped it would, planned it would, or even prayed that it would?  Oh friends, it’s my hope and prayer that we’ll leave here this morning with the person and the wisdom of Jesus Christ more firmly planted at the very center of who we are.

Thanks to Larry and Karla Stark for their willingness to share with us two Sundays ago the lessons they’re learning from Jesus as they travel through the journey of Larry’s cancer.  I know God used their message to speak to everyone.  You can listen to their message again, or download and burn a CD of what they shared at the “elders and guest teachers” portion of the “bible teaching” section of our website at www.2ndstreet.org or you can buy a CD at the Community Center for $1.00.

This morning we’re coming back to EPHESIANS … this time to EPHESIANS 6:10-13 and to the second to the last teaching in this series.  In the first Sunday of December, our elders will share a teaching with us out of The Old Testament book of EZRA, so I want to encourage you to read through EZRA … it’s not long … to prepare you hearts and minds for what a couple of them will teach on that morning.  And then on 12 and 19 December we’ll focus our hearts and minds on Christmas and on what it means to us as individuals living in Newberg, Oregon in 2010 that around 2,000 years ago, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, stepped out of heaven so that He could step into our hearts.  

And then the first Sunday in January, I’ll begin a 14-month teaching series from THE GOSPEL OF MARK, the first of the four Gospels to be written.  What a great time we’re going to have traveling through these stories that bring to life the ministry, the teachings, the healings, the miracles, the persecution, the tribulations, the encounters, the arrest, the death, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We studied THE GOSPEL OF JOHN in 2008-2009, but it was such a different kind of Gospel than MATTHEW, MARK, and LUKE, that I’m excited to get into the power, the grace, and the truth of THE GOSPEL OF MARK with you throughout 2011.

Please take out your Bibles, and turn with me to EPHESIANS 6 and we’ll begin in v. 10 … and then move on next Sunday through v. 24, focusing on the armor of God this week and next.  Remember that when the Apostle Paul wrote this letter to the church at Ephesus, he was living under house arrest in Rome, waiting to plead his case before Caesar.  In the last verses of ACTS 28 we see a brief account of this chapter of Paul’s life …
acts 28:30-31 (new english translation)
30-31 Paul lived there [under house arrest] two whole years in his own rented quarters and welcomed all who came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with complete boldness and without restriction. [emphasis added]
What a beautiful description of a chapter in which Paul was physically imprisoned, but spiritually free, and actively partnering with God in taking the next right step in his life as a follower of Jesus Christ.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 
Our circumstances don’t dictate what we can do for the Lord; it’s our discernment and our obedience that does.  Let’s stop using excuses about why we can’t do this for the LORD, or can’t do that for the LORD!  God can use ANY OF US to do His will and His work in the world when we surrender our hearts, our resources, our spiritual gifts, and our time to Him.

With the Apostle Paul under house arrest in Rome, and with soldiers in constant view … seeing their helmets, their breastplates, their belts, boots, shields, and their swords day in and day out, it’s no wonder he had armor on the brain.  
Writers and teachers write and instruct about what they know, what they see, and what they’re surrounded by … and so, in this chapter of Paul’s life, it’s natural that as we come to this portion of EPHESIANS 6 which is commonly described as the armor of God section, that Paul uses the armor worn by the Roman soldiers he saw each day as a metaphor for the spiritual armor that followers of Jesus Christ need to be, not only aware of, but actively picking up, putting on, and using if we’re to continue in our life-long calling of transformation, becoming less and less like the old “before we came into relationship with Jesus” us, and the “new creation in Christ” person we become when we surrender our lives to Him.
If the need for any kind of a physical battle came up, the soldiers in Paul’s life would have been totally ready – equipped with everything needed to take a stand and gain victory.  But what about if the battle was SPIRITUAL, not PHYSICAL?  Well not only is that a whole ‘nother story, but it’s the reality you and I are more familiar with.  And without understanding, taking up, putting on, and utilizing the armor of God that Paul instructs us about here, we’ll remain as helpless as the sheep being led to slaughter that Paul talked about in ROMANS 8:36 (cf., PSALM 44:22).
It’s kind of a gruesome picture; and yet I know that we can relate … when we encounter life’s hardships and don’t have the spiritual tools we need to survive, let alone thrive.  If you’ve spent some time in God’s Word, then you’ve probably noticed that you and I, as followers of God, are often referred to as sheep.  From PSALM 23 to JOHN 10, and in many other places in both The Old Testament, and The New Testament, this not exactly complimentary word picture is used for us.  But here’s just some of what we know about sheep from the pages of Scripture …
· Sheep often wander off and get lost … (ISAIAH 53:6; LUKE 15:4-7)

· Sheep need a lot of care … (EZEKIEL 34; PSALM 23)

· Sheep are helpless … (MATTHEW 9:36)
· Predators like to kill sheep … (MATTHEW 7:15)

When a herd of sheep is discovered by a wolf, a lion, or some other marauder, they’re most likely to huddle into a defenseless, wooly, little cluster and be devoured one-by-one rather than fight back or even scatter out to improve their chances of survival.  With little defensive prowess … no claws, fangs, stingers, or even the ability to run away quickly … sheep are basically a feast waiting to happen.  In other words, sheep, left to their own devices, aren’t all that able to take care of themselves.  Are you beginning to see why God chose sheep as a good metaphor for you and for me?  Gang, we Christians have no natural, internal, self-based defenses to stand up against Satan, our Enemy, who’s constantly on the prowl, looking for ways to scare, scatter, maim, and devour us.  Here’s how the Apostle Peter describes this in FIRST PETER 5:8 …
first peter 5:8 (new living translation)
8 Be careful!  Watch out for attacks from the Devil, your great enemy.  He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for some victim to devour.
But listen to me … God hasn’t left us defenseless and unarmed.  Our Great Shepherd, Jesus Christ, has given us armor that, if we’ll pick it up, put it on, and use it, will equip us to do battle against and defeat demonic enemies and their plans to paralyze us, terrorize us, traumatize us, and defeat us.  And as we partner with God in the plans, strategies, and resources He’s given us, we can experience life and it’s battles in the way Paul describes in ROMANS 8:37 … as conquerors and not as victims. 
This isn’t the first time Paul wrote about the armor of God.  Paul wrote of it first, in the first letter he penned to the church at Thessalonica, a city in Greece.  FIRST THESSALONIANS is probably the earliest of all 27 of The New Testament books and letter … some people think it’s JAMES … but it’s not a contest.
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Here’s an image of the first page of an 11th Century hand-scribed manuscript of FIRST THESSALONIANS that’s part of the collection of Scriptures at the British Museum in London.

FIRST THESSALONIANS
Written around 52 a.d.
JAMES


May have been written as early as 45 a.d.
Here’s what Paul first wrote about the armor of God in FIRST THESSALONIANS 5:8 about ten years before writing the letter to the EPHESIANS.

first thessalonians 5:8 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION)
8 But since we belong to the day [to God, the One Who lives in the Light, not in the dark], let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet, the hope of salvation. [emphasis added]
So what happened during the ten years when Paul wrote this first, simplified version of his teaching about the armor of God to the church at Thessalonica, and when he wrote his much expanded teaching on it to the church at Ephesus?  This is what happened:  In the ten years between when these two texts were written, the third member of the Triunity of God, the Holy Spirit, was speaking to Paul and instructing Paul in the same way He longs to come to us, get our attention, and teach us.  And as Paul began meditating on the beginning knowledge he had on this subject, the Holy Spirit opened his mind wider … and as the years went by, the Holy Spirit helped Paul develop his knowledge, understanding, and wisdom on the topic … and then he passed this gift on down through time to us by writing it down in EPHESIANS 6:10-17 …

Let’s jump ahead to EPHESIANS 6:14 for a moment and see the foundation Paul wants us to be on as we open our hearts and minds this morning and then again next Sunday to the instruction he has for us on this important topic of the armor of God.
ephesians 6:14a (new american standard bible)
14a Stand firm therefore [stand upright] … [emphasis added]
The Greek word for stand here is the word stemi … it means to stand upright, and it’s the picture of a person who isn’t slouching, but who’s confidently standing up with their shoulders thrown back and their head held high.  Gang, this is the stance and the posture we need to have if we’re going to put on and operate in the armor of God, not just once in a while, but as a way of life.  As I’ve told you before …
ARROGANCE is the fruit of PRIDE, and CONFIDENCE is the fruit of HUMILITY.
As we begin this two-week study on the armor of God, and our final two lessons in the book of EPHESIANS, we really need to understand the fundamental truth that in order to have the strength we need to pick up and use and live in the armor of God, we first have to learn how to surrender, give over, and submit to the heart, the plans, the goals, and the visions of God for our lives.  Left to our own devices, we’re weak, stumbling, and unequipped to do much of anything for ourselves, let alone, to do much of anything significant for God.

Even the most talented and worldly successful people admit that without others they would have accomplished very little.  And what’s true in the NATURAL, is true in the SPIRITUAL.  And it’s from this posture of HUMILITY and from the strength of the fruit of CONFIDENCE that HUMILITY brings forth in our lives, that we must begin this journey of knowledge, understanding, and wisdom about the armor of God.  Do you see it?  Okay, now back to EPHESIANS 6:10.
ephesians 6:10 (new american standard bible)
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.

When using the word finally here, Paul makes a transition as he brings us into his concluding thoughts of the letter … and what he wants us to see is that the armor of God isn’t just taken up so that we can win battles in life, but that we have to take it up TO DO ANYTHING AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST – and that you and I will never become the consistent witnesses for God and for the Good News of the Message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to our families, to our co-workers, to our fellow-students, or to our friends, if we keep relying on our own resources instead of on the resources God has so graciously and patiently provided for us.  Who and what are you relying on as your main source of strength, equipping, wisdom, and provision?
· In EPHESIANS 1:1-3:21 Paul taught us who we are in Christ Jesus.

· In EPHESIANS 4:1-6:9 Paul taught us about how to live out our faith in Jesus Christ in the practical, day-to-day stuff of life.

· In EPHESIANS 4:10-24 Paul taught us how to be consistent witnesses for God and how to stand against Satanic opposition.

I believe the reason the Apostle Paul waited to teach on the armor of God, the reason he waited to teach us about the weapons God has given us, until the end of the letter where he talks about being consistent witnesses for God, is because Paul knew that the devil hits Christians the hardest when we’re intentionally and consistently committed to being God’s witnesses.  Look back over the whole letter of EPHESIANS, and you’ll see that from the beginning to end it was written to prepare us and mature us as followers of Jesus Christ to become effective witnesses for Jesus Christ … this is God’s blueprint for our lives as followers of Jesus Christ, so that we might stand against and defeat the works of the enemy, and so that we might rescue the people we know who the enemy has defeated, captured, and is holding prisoners.

So much has been written about EPHESIANS 6:10-24.  But this is definitely one of the passages from EPHESIANS that I’d encourage you to do more study and meditation on yourselves, because even with this Sunday’s and next Sunday’s teaching on it … I believe that as you do your own studying on these verses, God will use this discipline to bring about good fruit and strong equipping in your life with Jesus Christ … and He will bless you in your desire to live out your faith with greater integrity and consistency.  So go for it!
The Greek words Paul uses for strength, power, and might here in v. 10 should be familiar to you by now, because Paul has used them numerous times in this letter and also elsewhere in his writings.
power, or kratos … inherent power or force … you can oftentimes see the might of a muscular, well-conditioned person, even when they’re not using their power.  But it’s the reserve of their power and strength, their kratos, that you can see.

might, or ischus … the exercise or the living out of power or might … when a muscular, well-conditioned person uses their power to bend an iron bar, they’re actually putting their power into play and the reserve of strength they have is put into operation.

And I see a SECOND FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 
God has reservoirs of might that His followers can tap into and use.  God’s might doesn’t work in us or through us when we just sit passively by … it works in us and through us as we access it, and then step out and do the work necessary to partner with it.

WE WILL ALWAYS FALL SHORT when we rely on God’s mighty work and don’t do any work ourselves … or when we work on our own and don’t rely on God’s mighty works.  Maturing Christians rely on God’s mighty works and then do the work He calls them to do.
In his great series of sermons on EPHESIANS 6:10-24, Welsh pastor-teacher and medical doctor D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones listed many ways in which he sees Christians regularly wasting their strength … for as he put it, “It is as if they had received some of the available might of God, but it simply leaked away like water in a bucket full of holes.”  See if you can relate to some of the things that rob us of the strength and might of God we need to live the lives God is calling us to live …

1. Committing to too many spiritual works or things.
2. Too much conversation.
3. Arguments, debates, wrangling.
4. Laziness.
5. Too much time in the wrong company.
6. Too much foolish talk and joking.
7. Love of money and career.
8. A desire for respectability and image.
9. An unequal yoking with an unbeliever.
10. Ungodly entertainment.
11. A wrong attitude toward or doubting the Word of God.
 

Does this list ring any bells for you?  It sure does for me.  Especially numbers 1 and 8.
1. Committing to too many spiritual works or things … I’ve often committed to doing “things” for God, and to look like a “good and growing” Christian … when the whole time Jesus was screaming out to me to slow down, to focus, to simplify, and to learn to let Him become the Center of all I am.
Over the past four years since coming here to 2nd Street, God, through my involvement with Celebrate Recovery, is teaching me to slow down, to let go, and to let Him become my Everything.
8. A desire for respectability and image … I’ve often longed for attention and praise, when all the glory for any good thing I’ve been able to do, or say, or teach, or write, or get done belongs to God and to God alone.  Four years ago I thought that any church would be fortunate to get me as their pastor.
And so Jesus spent 10 months on the backside of the wilderness teaching me some important lessons about HUMILITY and the fruit of CONFIDENCE that could grow out of it if I’d let Him become the focus and not me.  Do I still want people to “respect” me?  Of course, but only because of the Jesus they see living in me and leaking out of me.
I love what D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones wrote about these lessons that so many of us have to learn about Jesus, about ourselves, and about what increases our strength and our fruit as followers of Christ and what diminishes our strength and our fruit …

We have to walk on a knife-edge in these matters; we must not become extreme on side or the other.  But we have to be watchful. And, of course, we can always tell by examining ourselves whether our strength is increasing or declining.  - D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones
Paul is saying to us, “I want you to be firm, stabilized, and grounded … and to have the inner power it takes to keep you continually upright and standing.”  This reminds me of what Paul wrote in PHILIPPIANS 4:13 …
philippians 4:13
13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. (new american standard bible)
13 Whatever I have, wherever I am, I can make it through anything in the One who makes me who I am. (the message)

Paul’s words in EPHESIANS 6:10 are similar to what was written about David in FIRST SAMUEL 30:6 where we read that David strengthened himself in the Lord his God.
ephesians 6:11 (new american standard bible)

11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

This verse is written in what’s called the IMPERATIVE MOOD in the Greek language.  It’s a command that doesn’t contain a loophole or an exit.  Again, remember, that at this time of his life Paul was what he’d call himself in EPHESIANS 6:20, an ambassador in chains.  When Paul wrote this letter he was under house arrest, and there were almost always two guards with him, both inside and outside of his house.  And he could look at these guards without also seeing their armor.  The DARK AGES is an historic term used to describe the period of time between the FALL OF ROME in 476 A.D. and the RENAISSANCE, which began roughly 1,000 years later, in the 14th Century … and in the DARK AGES, knights and warriors wore armor that covered their whole bodies, front to back, head to toe.  But Roman armor didn’t look like that.  It’s defensive armor … covering mainly the front of their bodies … and we’ll get more into why this is an important part of the metaphor Paul’s using in next Sunday’s teaching.
Paul tells us here to put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  The word able is written, in what in the Greek is called, the CONTINUOUS PRESENT TENSE, meaning that when we put on the full armor of God we’ll be rooted and planted in a solid and ongoing way in the ability to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  I love how this verse connects with the truth Paul taught in GALATIANS 5:1 when he wrote …

galatians 5:1 (the amplified bible)
1 In [this] freedom Christ has made us free [and completely liberated us]; stand fast then, and do not be hampered and held ensnared and submit again to a yoke of slavery [which you have once put off].
Again, Paul is using military terms here to say to you and to me …
Once you’ve taken the high ground, once you’ve taken back from the enemy what he’d taken away from you, once you’ve regained your solid footing because you’re standing on the rock instead of on the sand, plant your flag and don’t budge, NO MATTER WHAT!
Yes, after Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden (cf., GENESIS 3), God turned much of the power and the influence of world over to Satan.  But Christians worldwide, and the church, 2nd Street Community Church, you and I, right here this morning, are conquering and occupying new ground every day.  Gang, God calls us to put on His armor so that once we conquer the ground, that we’ll be equipped to stay.  When Jesus Christ died on the cross and rose again from the dead He conquered Satan … and every time you and I put on the armor of God and stand in it against the plans of the Enemy, we’re are enforcing the victory Jesus Christ brought about at the cross.
ephesians 6:12 (new american standard bible)
12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Our prayers for those who lead us, in our churches, in our jobs, in our schools, and in our governments, aren’t just to focus on those who are in authority over us … but these prayers are to be prayed against the demon influences pressing into our leaders … and for God’s angels to surround them and protect them.  Our prayers are to bind the forces of the devil, and to lose the powers of God.  God calls to pray for our leaders, that they’d be influenced more by the Holy Spirit than by evil spirits.

Every army, good and bad, has rankings of authority.  And so, when Paul talks here in v. 12 about rulers, powers, and forces of both darkness and wickedness, he’s talking about these rankings of evil spirits.  Satan is an organizer.  And He’s organized because his example came from God the Father Himself.  When Satan was still named Lucifer and living in heaven, he had authority over angels and was just under the Godhead in authority.  But remember that Satan is a counterfeiter – and as such, he can only pervert and twist what he’s learned from God the Father.  And I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON for us here …

FAITH LESSON 
As followers of Jesus Christ, you and I are to be on the offensive.  The term flesh and blood in v. 12 refers to human beings … and we don’t fight human beings.  God gives us spiritual weapons and armory so that we can fight spiritual battles.  So let’s grow up and stop fighting spiritual battles with natural weapons. 

Let’s go on to v. 13 …
ephesians 6:13 (new american standard bible)

13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.

In v. 13, Paul tells us what our proper response should be to spiritual warfare as he reiterates what he’s just said in v. 11.  Gang, the spiritual weapons and armor that God has given to us are in front of us.  We don’t have to go out and try to find them.  We just have to pick them up!  Look with me at the phrase here in v. 13 … so that you will be able to resist in the evil day … the words, the evil day refer to any day in which you come under spiritual attack and face spiritual temptation.  Had one of those lately?  Need some equipping, need some help, need some protection, need some defenses?  We all do.
ILLUSTRATION … My most recent spiritual attack has been the temptation to access pornography on my iPhone.  Porn isn’t something I’ve had an ongoing struggle with, but one day, after reading an Internet article about this struggle among pastors, I got hit with hard with this temptation.  But God provided a way of escape for me, through prayer, through accountability, and by taking up the armor of God and fighting this spiritual battle with spiritual weapons.
The phrase and having done everything here in v. 13 is the amazing Greek word katergazomai, which means, something on the inside working itself to the outside.  And when Paul uses the word katergazomai right here, it’s for a reason … and what I hear him saying to me and to you is that when we make the choice to take up and put on the armor of God, and when we stop trying to fight spiritual battle with natural weapons …

It’s at this exact moment in time that the inward power of the Holy Spirit, of the third member of the Triunity of God, and the power of God’s Word will be brought up to the surface and equip us to handle whatever life, whatever the enemy, whatever our job, whatever our spouse, whatever our kids, whatever our enemies, whatever our co-workers, whatever other Christians … whatever and whoever tries to bring up against us will be defeated by the inward power of the Holy Spirit and God’s Word that God will give us the outward endurance needed to stand strong and win every battle.
Gang, do you see how important it is that we learn how to pick up, and put on and live life in the power and the might of the armor of God … and that we learn how to pull out and have full access to every spiritual weapon and provision that God has given to us and stored in us as His children?  Because, listen to me, WE’LL BE ABLE TO STAND, NO OTHER WAY.  People who are hearers only of this message, and not doers of this message, may be prepared to stand, but they just won’t be able to do it because they’ll remain too afraid … or they’ll stay too stubborn, to put into action the spiritual plan of defense God has provided for them.
Let’s close by reading about the individual pieces of the armor of God in EPHESIANS 6:14-17, and then next Sunday we’ll look deeper into each of these pieces of the armor of God and wrap up our study of EPHESIANS by going through the last eleven verses … EPHESIANS 6:14-24.
ephesians 6:14-17 (new american standard bible)
14 Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
EPHESIANS 6:14-24 … come praying and expecting!
